THE PROBLEMS OF POWER
sition and criticism, were now, after another six
years, to restore freedom of the Press and to allow
criticism a free rein."
"Of course I could do that, but it would be
futile. It would not better the situation in any
way. To-day, as I have already said, the struggle
lies in the realm of things."
Since I could make no progress in this direction,
I introduced the topic of Plato, and asked, as
Mussolini had frequently quoted Plato, what
he considered to have been Plato's attitude
towards the State. Turning in his chair, the
Dictator picked up a ponderous tome from
an adjoining table, opened it, and turned the
pages.
"It is interesting to note that Plato already had
a notion of the organisation of the State. Look!
Here it is! Warriors, priests, and workers, whom
he compares with the organs of the individual
human being: the warrior is the arm; the priest is
the brain; the worker is the belly."
"Is the priest still the brain?" I asked mis-
chievously.
Mussolini is as indifferent to such petty wiles
as if he were some huge pachyderm.
"To-day society is far more complicated than
it was   in  Plato's  time,"  he  was  content  to~
rejoin.
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